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Rodney R. Ingram 1950-1969 LT (6462) USN Retired

In 1950 I was well aware that I was smarter than my parents (don’t I wish) so on April 5th 1950

I went to the U.S. Post Office building in Eugene, OR and joined Uncle Sam’s Navy.

Wasn’t long before I realized how smart my parents were, when they quickly signed the forms

for this 17 year old to go away from home and see the world.

An old family friend (sister`s first husband), who at that time, I learned later, was a NSG 1615,

told me to sign up to be a CT.  Wasn’t to many years before I realized he was on the fast track

at NSA and eventually would be Director NSA Australia, Director NSA Japan, and Director NSA Pacific. 

He,as you can imagine, had a great impact on my Navy career, always there to steer me in the right direction.

I had great duty stations, sometimes I didn’t think so, like Guam, but then places like Bainbridge Island,

Marietta, Adak (had my family with me), Sabana Seca, Kami Seya (made CTRC here), Skaggs Island(awarded LDO here) and

Pensacola(two tours)  were great.  Didn’t really like NSA, NSGHQ and the USS Oxford ( Vietnam, Market Time) 

but had to take my share of those along with the good. Retired in late 1969 when told my orders were about to

be cut to send me back to Vietnam.

The Navy was great to me and still is, and was a great place to raise a family.  The boys must have had no

problem with service life as the oldest went to the USNA and made a career out of the Navy and the youngest

went to LSU and made a very fine career out of the Army.

I married Elsie, my high school sweetie, when I was 19 and she was 20 and just finishing up Nursing school in

Portland OR where she obtained her RN.  Her selected career field sure helped support our family.  We were

married for 60 years when she passed away at our retirement home in Gold Beach, OR.

I am now 84 years old and am living my final retirement years at the Armed Forces Retirement home in Gulfport MS.
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